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UM ADDS SPEECH PATHOLOGY DEPARTMENT
MISSOULA -
Only three U.S. states -  Alaska, Rhode Island and Montana -  don’t prepare their own 
speech pathologists.
Well, cross Montana off that list.
University of Montana officials announced the creation of UM’s new Department of 
Communicative Sciences and Disorders on Thursday, Oct. 18. Part of the School of Education, 
the new program will offer an undergraduate degree in communicative disorders and a master’s 
in speech pathology.
A news conference about the department was held at the Holiday Inn Downtown at the 
Park. Special guests included state Sen. Dave Wanzenried, who championed the need for speech 
pathology education in the Legislature, and Laura Jo McKamey, president of the Montana 
Speech-Language and Hearing Association.
UM offered a speech pathology program in the late 1980s, but it was cut along with 
several other departments as a cost-saving measure. Since then Montana schools and hospitals 
have experienced a shortage of qualified speech therapists, and schools are required by law to
-more-
provide language or communication therapy for students with disabilities who need it.
“Schools across the state have very large numbers of vacancies for speech pathologists -  
typically 20 to 30 a year,” said Rick van den Pol, director of UM’s Division of Educational 
Research and Service. “Last spring when the Faculty Senate reviewed the University’s proposal 
to' revive the program, we had a gentleman from Eastern Montana come in, and he said his school 
had to spend something like $100,000 per year for part-time services. It’s required by law, so 
there is just this giant need across Montana.”
UM President George Dennison said the people of Montana have suffered from a lack of 
speech and language pathologists.
“Even more tragic is that children have suffered,” Dennison said. “Lack of services will 
forever follow those young people who, if they had received professional assistance, would have 
been able to correct most if not all of their delays. The citizens of Montana -  most importantly 
the children -  will be better off with this program back in place here at the University. Because 
of its critical importance, we intend to sustain it this time.”
Van den Pol said UM tried three times previously to bring the program back. Evidently 
the fourth time was the charm. State lawmaker Wanzenried spearheaded a $700,000 
appropriation from the Legislature to jumpstart the program. UM also applied for and received a 
$353,000 grant from the state Board of Regents for equipment and technology.
The new department will begin teaching undergraduate students in fall 2008. A master’s 
degree is required in order to be licensed as a speech-language pathologist in Montana.
“If you earn this degree, you are going to get a job,” van den Pol said. “This is a high-
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demand career. Graduates earn a teacher’s salary on the scale of the school where they work, and 
they can earn more at a hospital or clinic. Because they have a master’s, they jump ahead on the 
teachers’ salary scale. And because there are so many vacancies, they can probably negotiate a 
more competitive salary.”
The department will be housed in UM’s Curry Health Center and will require six or seven 
new faculty hires. A1 Yonovitz, an associate professor of speech pathology at Charles Darwin 
University in Australia, has been hired to lead the developing department.
“We are encouraging high school seniors, students uncertain about their career choice and 
mature-age students interested in investigating a rewarding career in speech-language pathology 
to consider us,” Yonovitz said. “To meet the needs o f those who already have a bachelor’s 
degree, we will offer a bridging program, with courses being offered through face-to-face classes 
taught during weekends and evenings, as well as incorporating instructional television and Web- 
based delivery.”
With an international reputation, Yonovitz is a licensed audiologist and has worked as 
speech pathologist. Before working in Australia, he was a faculty member at Conley Speech and 
Hearing Center of the University of Maine at Orono and the Speech and Hearing Institute of the 
University of Texas Health Science Center at Houston.
He also was the principle audiologist at the University of Maine, where he visited 
American Indian communities in New England. He holds a doctorate in audiology and is an 
expert on hearing loss among indigenous children and adults. He has received numerous grants 
from the Australian government related to improved lilteracy and hearing in Aboriginal children.
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“He’s just a high-energy guy,” van den Pol said of Yonovitz. “He came here because he 
wants to bring UM a very high-quality program visible at the national and state level in clinical 
areas and research. We are really privileged to get him.”
Van den Pol said graduates of the program will be nationally licensed to work with 
people such as infants with hearing loss, preschoolers with autism, young adults who have 
suffered head injuries that lead to speech or hearing problems, adults in nursing homes who are 
losing their ability to communicate or accident victims whose injuries lead to hearing or speech 
problems.
“We think this new department fills a giant gap,” van den Pol said. “There is a national 
need for speech pathologists, but the need for them in Montana is enormous.”
Roberta “Bobbie” Evans, dean of UM’s School of Education, said it’s impossible to 
overstate the importance of the new department when considering the people -  primarily children 
-  graduates of the program will serve.
“Over time, professors in the department and colleagues working in schools and hospitals 
across the state will ensure Montanans no longer suffer from unmet needs in the field of speech- 
language pathology,” Evans said. “Thanks to President Dennison’s vision and the supportive 
leadership from key legislators across the state, we will have a program that will be second to 
none in the nation.”
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